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We claim: 

1. A method for enabling the playback of digital media file including a portion 
composed of metadata, the method comprising: 

examining the content of a data field in the metadata; and 

enabling the playing of the content if the data in the data field meets a 

predetermined criteria. 

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising analyzing said data to determine if said 
predetermined criteria is met. 

3. The method of claim 2 further comprising comparing said content with reference 
data in a local database. 

4. The method of claim 2 further comprising comparing said content with reference 
data from a remote database. 

5. The method of claim 2 wherein the step of determining comprises a checksum 
calculation. 

6. The method of claim 2 wherein the step of determining comprises a cyclic- 
redundancy-check calculation. 
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7. A method for disabling the playback of digital media content, the method 
comprising: 

examining the content of a metadata field of the digital media to determine the 
presence of at least one specified data entry; 

retrieving data contained from the at least one specified metadata field; 
comparing the retrieved data reference data to determine if the data is 
acceptable; and 

disabling the playing of the content if the data is not acceptable. 

8. A player for playing a digital media file based on the presence of at least one 
metadata field, the player comprising: 

a digital input to receive the digital media file including the metadata field; 
electronic circuitry that converts the digital media file into corresponding 
signals for playing content corresponding to said digital media file based on 
the presence of predetermined data in the metadata field. 

9. The player of claim 8 wherein said digital input includes a network interface 
receiving said digital media file from a remote network. 



10. 



The player of claim 8 wherein said digital input includes a digital data storage. 
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1 1 . The player of claim 8 wherein said digital input includes a removable digital data 
storage. 

12. The player of claim 8 further comprising a controller that analyzes the data in the 
metadata field and determines if the data conforms to a predetermined criteria. 

13. The player of claim 12 wherein the controller is coupled to the electronic circuitry 
and enables the electronic circuitry when the data is acceptable. 

14. A system for playing digital content based on metadata, the system comprising: 

an input receiving a digital media file, wherein said digital media files 
contains digital media content and metadata; 

a digital media playback subsystem connected to the input for reading the 
digital media file; and 
controller that enables the digital media playback subsystem only if at least 
specified metadata field of the metadata contains data that meets a 
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predetermined criteria. 

15. The system as in claim 14, where the predetermined criteria is related to a 
characteristic of the digital media content. 

16. The system as in claim 14, where the predetermined criteria is that the data of the 
metadata field matches reference data in a local database. 
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17. The system as in claim 14, where the predetermined criteria is that the data of the 
metadata field matches reference data in a remote database. 

18. The method of claim 16 or 17 wherein the metadata exactly matches the 
reference data. 

19. The method of claim 16 or 17 wherein the metadata matches the reference data to 
within a prespecified limit. 

20. An apparatus for generating a new media file from an old media file, media file 
including a payload and metadata, comprising: 

an input receiving the old media file; 

a controller that generates the new metadata based on at least one 
characteristic of said old file; and 

a file assembler that combines a payload with the new metadata to form the 
new media file. 

21. The apparatus of claim 20 wherein said input means includes a demultiplexer that 
receives the old media file formed of said payload and old metadata, said old 
metadata including an old metadata field with unacceptable data, and wherein said 
file assembler replaces said old metadata field with a new metada field, said new 
metadata field including acceptable data. 
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22. The apparatus of claim 21 further comprising a controller that analyzes the 
payload to determine said acceptable data. 

23. The apparatus if claim 22 further comprising a data base, said controller using 
information from said data base to analyze the payload. 

24. The apparatus of claim 23 wherein said data base is a local database. 

25. The apparatus of claim 23 further comprising a network interface, and a 
downloaded data base, said downloaded data base including information 
regarding said content, said information being provided from a remote location 
through said network interface. 

26. The apparatus of claim 21 wherein the old metadata field contains no information 
and the controller populates the old metadata field thereby generating the new 
metadata field. 

27. The apparatus of claim 21 wherein the old metadata field includes incorrect 
information and the controller populates the old metadata field with correct 
information thereby generating the new metadata field. 



